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1 Author of the following Diſcourſe preſents 


it with much deference before the public eye. 
It was drawn up with no other deſign than that of 
being delivered to his own flock; and, at their re- 
queſt, it now appears in a more permanent form. 
Being friends themſelves to the principles of the 
Revolution, and rejoicing in the benefits of it, they 
wiſh to inſtil theſe ſentiments into the breaſts of 


their poſterity. This Diſcourſe being particularly 


intended for the young, the Author has made ſome 
few additions, which appear in the form of notes, 
and others in the body of the Diſcourſe itſelf, which 
could not ſo properly have been delivered from the 
pulpit, but which, he hopes, will elucidate the 
_ ſubject, and engage the attention of younger minds, 
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To, the ' Congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters in 
KeClaaſtle-Hedingham, Eſſex: 


12 O U have certainly the firſt claim, my beloved 
Itriends, to this Diſcourſe, which was compo= 
| ſed ſolely with a view to your improvement. So 

memorable an æra, as the hundredth anniverſary of 

the glorious Revolution, I could not let ſlip with- 
out leading your minds to a view, of. the great ad- 


vuantages we all enjoy from it; and endeavouring 


more firmly to impreſs upon you thoſe manly prin- 
ciples which animated our Anceſtors, and will, I 


0 hope, mend from father to ſon, to the lateſt ge- 


above 


neratior 


Far other ſubjects than the preſent have been the 
delightful and conſtant themes of my miniſtry a- 
mong you, —the bleſſings, the privileges, the liber- 
ties, and the laws, of another kingdom !—a king- 
dom, which riſes in dignity and grandeur infinitely 
| he moſt perfect ſtate of any earthly one. 
And 5 no common joy which fills my mind, when 
I reflect, that the great Monarch of this kingdom 
has been pleaſed ſo to honor his own ſacred inſti- 
tutions among us, that the number of his loyal ſub- 
Jects has been increaſed, and the ſouls of his faith- 
ful friends edified and comforted. 


Fourteen years, ſpent in your ſeryice, have been 


| 


by far the moſt pleaſant part of my life ; and ny 


increaſing year has brought with it ſome new proofs 
of your affectionate attachment, and ſome freſh diſ- 
Plays of God's glorious grace, . 
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From theſe conſiderations, you cannot but be 
much endeared to me ; and, whilſt I chearfully give 


this public teſtimony of the ſincerity of my affec- 
tion for you, I look forward with triumph to that 


glorious day, when, I truſt, I ſhall rejoice with many 
of. you in the kingdom of our Father: for, what 1s 


my hope, or joy, or crown of re o Lord fe ? Are not 


eyen ye in the n of our Lord * eſus Chriſt at 


: his coming ? 


I am your affectionate friend and paſtor, N 


1 ROBERT STEVENSON. 
Caſtle-Hedingham, 


November 28, 1788. 
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Gop 18 THE JUDGE: HE PUTTETH DOWN ONE, 
EO AND SETTETH UP ANOTHER, 
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3 | e 1172 
T ever there was one nation, more than another, 
1 which appears to have been the charge of the 
God of Providence, ſurely we of this happy iſland 
have reaſon to rejoice in our being thus diſtinguiſn- 
ed. On this day, ſet apart for jo) and gratitude, 
we commemorate three moſt aſtoniſhing deliveran- 
ces, which were wrought out on the behalf of our 
religion, our liberties, and our country. ; 
This year it is exactly two hundred years ago 
ſince the deſtruction of the Spaniſh armada, a moſt . 
formidable fleet, ſent out by Philip IE. of Spain, 
in hopes of conquering this kingdom, and then of 
introducing Popery. It was not all the brave ef- 
forts, which our forefathers made to reſiſt, it that a- 
lone produced the victory: this praiſe is due to him 
who has ever been the divine Guardian of his peo- 
ple. By his bleſſing upon the bravery of the Bri- 
tiſh fleet, together with a dreadful ſtorm at ſea, ma- 
ny of the ſhips of the enemy were ſunk, and the 
few that remained retired to Spain in great diſor- 
der, Thus may we, on- this occaſion, apply the 
7 j Ls words 
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the 5th of November, 1605, 
years ago this day. Every perſo 
quainted with this great delive 
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words of Moſes, Thou didſt blow with thy wind; 


the ſea covered ibem; they ſank as lead in the mighty 


meters. Exodus xv. 10. This deliverance happened 


in the year 1588, and ought ſtill to be recollected 
by us with the moſt lively emotions of gratitude. 
The Legiſlature of this kingdom has alſo ap- 
Pointed this day to be obſerved in grateful thankſ- 
givings to divine Providence on account of another 


great deliverance which King James I. his Queen, the 


Prince of Wales, and the two houſes of Parliament, 
received from the Powder- plot, by which it was in- 
tended that they ſhould all have been blown up on 
ich is exactly 183 
, who is at all ac- 
ce, will ſee the 
reaſon; we have to commemorate this day with the 
moſt ardent returns of praiſe to our divine Protec 
But there is another important event which ren- 
ders this day peculiarly illuſtrious, equal at leaſt, 
and perhaps in its happy effects ſuperior, to either 


of the former. It was on this day/ the 5th of No- 


vember, 1688, exactly one hundred years ſince, 
that the Prince of Orange, afterwards King Wil- 
liam III. landed at Torbay, in the county of De- 


von, as the inſtrument in the hand of Providence 

of accompliſhing the glorious Revolution, by 
which our religion and our liberties have been eſta- 
bliſhed upon a baſis, which, I truſt, will remain im- 


moveable from generation to generation. On this 


occaſion, the words of our text were fully verified 


when one king was depoſed and another was raiſed 

up to ſit on his throne: thus did it appear _ 
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3 „ G 
0 tbe judge, he putteth down one, and ſetteth up 
enotber. 1 „ 
As I have deſigned this to be the ſubject of the 
preſent diſcourſe, I ſhall requeſt your attention ta 
the following conſiderations:  _ | 
It will be proper, in the firſt place, to ſtate the 
grievances, under which our anceſtors laboured, in 


. 


4+ 


the reign of James II. which made a revolution 


deſirable. | | | | 
We ſhall, in the next place, point out the me- 
thods by which, under Providence, the Revolution 
was effected. B*** 
We ſhall conſider, thirdly, the advantages which 
dur forefathers derived from it, and which we, at this 
_ + Preſent day, enjoy. _ Te 
We ſhall then lead you to thoſe uſeful leſſons ' 
which we may learn from this event. 0 


I. We are to ſtate thoſe grievances under which 
our anceſtors laboured, in the reign of James II. 
which made a revolution deſirable. 


Waroeves ſits down and reads with attention this 
ſhort reign, will fee that, from the time of his a- 
ſcending the throne, to his inglorious abdication of 
it, there prevailed one continued ſyſtem of bigotry, 
cruelty, and oppreſſion. The following repreſenta- 
tion of facts will ſet this in a clear ligt. 
1. This Prince was hardly ſeated on his throne, 
before he pave ſufficient indications of his deſigns 
upon the liberties of his people. The doctrines of 
palſiue obedience and non-reſiſtance he ordered to be 
every where proclaimed throughout the kingdom. 

Ik is was a language too plain to be miſinterpre- 
ted, and it clearly/conveyed to the minds of the 
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people this idea, that whatever was the King's 


pleaſure mult be univerſally obeyed, though diame- 
trically oppoſite to the liberties, the laws, and the re- 


ligion, of his ſubjects. This is a doctrine which 


Ao man, who deſerves the name of a man, can hear 
of without reprobation and branding with eternal 


infamy. What! are we, like ſo many ſlaves, or ſo 


many beaſts of burden, to be ſubje& to the whims 


and caprices of one man? — Againſt this degrading 


thought our anceſtors roſe with juſt indignation; 


they boldly aſſerted their freedom, and teſtified that 


nobleneſs of ſpirit, and ardent love of liberty, which 
they have tranſmitted to us as our richeſt inheritance, 
2. Another thing, under which the nation was, 


very much oppreſſed, was the revival of the Cour? of 
High Commiſſion. | | | 


© Among all the engines of authority formerly 
employed by the crown, none had been more dan- 
gerous, or even deſtructive to liberty, than the Court 
of High Commiſſion; which, together with the Star- 
Chamber, had been aboliſhed in the reign of Charles 


I. by act of parliament, in which a clauſe was inſert- 
ed, prohibiting, in all future times, the erection of that 


court, or any of @ like nature. But the /aw was 
deemed by James no obſtacle, and an eccleſiaſtical 
commiſſion! was again iſſued, by which ſeven com- 
miſſioners were inveſted with full and unlimited au- 


thority over the whole Church of England. On this 


court were beſtowed the ſame inquiſitorial powers 


pooſſeſſed by the former court of High Commiſſion. 
They might even proceed againſt any of the King's 


ſubjects upon bare ſuſpicion; and, the better to ſet 
the law at defiance, it was expreſsly inſerted in their 
It | 6 patent 
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patent itſelf, that they were to exerciſe their juriſ- 
diction, notwithſtanding any law or ſtatute to the 
contrary. “ When the King thus openly acted in 
direct violation of the laws, no perſon could be ſafe, 
eſpecially as every one was liable to be brought be- 
fore this court, only upon bare ſuſpicion. A more 
ſenſible blow could not be given, both to national 
liberty and religion. N 
3. A third grievance, which was moſt highly and 
deſervedly obnoxious to every manly and noble ſpi- 
rit among our forefathers, was the power which the 
King openly profeſſed to diſpenſe with the laws as 
„ 8 1 
Por this purpoſe he took care to ſend for the Jud- 
ges, one by one, and talk with them privately in his 
clcſet, in order to perſuade them to declare for his diſ- 
penſing power ; telling them, he would have twelve 
Judges of his opinion. Four abſolutely refuſed to 
comply, and were diſplaced. The King appointed 
four others, of more pliable and ſubmiſſive under- 
ſtandings. A caſe in point was produced, and Sir 
Edward Herbert, then Lord Chief Juſtice of the 
King's Bench, upon the iſſue, declared, that there 
= vas nothing whatever, with which the King, as ſu- 
 preme lawgiver, might not diſpenſe, This deciſion 
was confirmed by eleven out of the twelve Judges. 
It was alſo aſſerted that the laws of England were 
the King's laws, T and that therefore he might do 
e „ | with 
I Hume's Hiſt, of Eng. vol. viii. p. 247. | 8 
1 Tue laws of England are not the king's laws. He has 
neither the power of making them, or of repealing them when 
made, 'This power the conſtitution has intruſted to the three 
branches of the legiſlature, the kin , lords, and commons; and 


e can be law in England if either of thoſe branches re- 
| Fuſe their aſſent to any bill, | 
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in the hiſtory of human treachery and barbarity, 


5 Ci) 


| with them as he pleaſed. When theſe were the opi- | 


nions of the King, and of thoſe ſervile Judges, who 


only echoed back his mandates, what poſſible 


ſecurity could his ſubjects have, either for their 
pil their liberties, their religion, or their 
ives ! | et es | 

4. The cruelties which he exerciſed, under Jef- 
Fries and Kirk, were another juſt ground of com- 
plaint againſt him. _ SY eq 

Jeffries, who was Lord Chief Juſtice, and a 
man of a fierce and unrelenting temper, was ſent 
down into the Weſt of England to try the rebels 
in Monmouth's rebellion. Upon his ſuite Colonel 
Kirk was ordered to attend, with a body of troops, 


to keep the people in awe. It was not poſſible for 


James to find, in the whole kingdom, two men 
more deſtitute of religion, honour, and humanity. 
They were two cruel and mercileſs tigers that 
delighted in blood, of which the inſtances 


I ſhall here adduce will be very convincing 


proofs. FT. Hog | i 
Kirk, upon his firſt entrance into Bridgewater, 
hanged nineteen, without the leaſt enquiry into the 


merits of their cauſe. As if to make ſport with 


death, he ordered a certain number to be executed, 
while he and his campany ſhould drink the King's 
health; and, obſerving their feet to ſhake in the a- 
gonies of death, he cried that he would give them 
muſic for their dancing, and immediately com- 
manded the drums to beat, and the trumpets ta 
ſound. „ ET 5 ; 

One ſtory, commonly told of Krk,. is memorable 


ang. 
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„„ 
and ſhews him to have been a monſter of wicked- 
neſs. | 
Under ſuch a commander, no good could be ex- 
pected from the ſoldiery ; and, accordingly, we are 
told, they were let looſe to live on free quarter ; and 
his own regiment, inſtructed by his example, and 
encouraged by his exhortations, diftinguiſhedithem- 
ſelves in a more particular manner by their outra- 
ges. By way of pleaſantry, he uſed to call them his 
lambs, an appellation which was long remembered 
with horror in the Weſt of England. f | 
But even the inhumanities of Kirk were exceeded 
by the violence of Zefries, who compelled juries to 
condemn the priſoners that were brought before him, 
though againſt their conſciences.F Five hundred 
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The ſtory above alluded to, which could not with delica- 
cy have been mentioned in the delivery, is thus related in the 
words of an elegant hiſtorian. **©- A beautiful young maiden, 

» bathed in tears, threw herſelf at the feet of Kirk, and pleaded 
for the life of her brother. The brutal tyrant, inflamed with 
deſire, but not ſoftened into pity, promiſed to grant her requeſt 

provided ſhe would yield to his wiſhes. She reluctantly com- 
plied with the crael requeſt, without refleQing that the wretch 
who could make it was unworthy of credit or confidence. But 
ſhe had ſoon reaſon to know it. After paſſing the night with 
him, the wanton and perfidious ſavage ſhewed her in the morn- 
ing, from the bed-room window, that beloved brother, for 
whom ſhe had ſacrificed her innocence, hanging on a gibbet 
which he had ſecretly ordered to be erected for the purpoſe! — 
Rage, indignation, and deſpair, took at once poſſeſſion of her 
ſoul, and deprived her for ever of her ſenſes!” | 
+ Hume's Hiſtory. | = | | 
A ſpecimen of the perſecuting ſpirit of this unjuſt judge 
may be ſeen in his trearment of Mr. Baxter at his trial. — See 
the Nonconformiſt's Memorial, by Mr, 8. Palmer, vol. ii. 
PRE 533 This 
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(14). 
were condemned by this unjuſt Judge: of theſe, two 
hundred and fifty were executed, the reſt were tranſ- 
ported or otherwiſe ſeverely puniſhed. — 

All theſe cruelties James approved of; for, he had 
an account of them ſent to him every day, and the 
King took Eure to relate them, in the drawing- 
room, to foreign miniſters; and, at his table, to 
his ſervile dependents, calling it Feffries's campaign. 
Nothing could more ſhew the King's deſire of ta- 
king the odium of thoſe ſevere executions upon him- 
ſelf than his rewarding the inhumanity of Jeffries 
with a peerage and the office of chancellor. When 
Kirk was charged with theſe cruelties, he ſaid, that 
Jeffries and himſelf had acted far ſhort of the King's 
%%ͤͤ ORs Ag 

5. The unlawful and arbitrary attempt to bring 
in Popery, was another of the wrongs which the na- 

„ tion 
This great man, Mr. Richard Baxter, was eminently a burn- 
ing and ſhining light, one of the moſt illuſtrious models for 
| zeal, for energy, and for aſefulneſs, that a young miniſter can 
form himſelf by: and, perhaps, there has not been one man, 
fince the age of the Apoſtles, whoſe uſefulneſs has been ſo ex- 
tenſive both in his miniſtry and in his writings ;' and it is aſ- 


ſerted, upon good grounds, that, at Kidderminſter, the happy 
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effects of his ardent concern for the beſt intereſts of men are 
Kill to be ſeen in the deſcendants of thoſe who had been his 
Hearers. . 5 5 | | 
It was with much pleafure the author of this diſcourſe read 
the following teſtimony (to which he joins his moſt cordial 
aſſent) to the character of this great man, in the pious Mr. 
Newton's, Cardiphpnia. ©* Mr. Baxter” (ſays he) “ appears 
to me, notwithſtanding ſome miſtakes, to have been one of the 
_ greateſt men of his age; and, perhaps, in fervor, ſpirituality, 
and ſucceſs, more than equal, both as a miniſter and a Chriſ- 
tian, to ſome twenty, taken together, of thoſe who affect to 
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tion ſuffered under this gloomy and bigoted mo- 
James, upon his coming to the crown, in a ſpeech 
_ which he delivered to the privy- council, and which was 

printed and diſperſed all over the kingdom, ſaid, that he 
would make it his endeavour to preſerve the govern- 
ment, in church and ſtate, as it was by law eſtabliſh- 
ed; but, inſtead of this, he made it his endeavour 
| to ſubvert and overturn both. By the power which 
1 he aſſumed, he diſpenſed with the Teſt- act,“ which 5 
| was made to keep out Roman Catholics from offices 
in the ſtate. In conſequence of which, numbers of 
that communion were introduced, both into the army 
| 80 and at court; and even Proteſtants were deprived 
| of their places, without any reaſon given, to make 
room for Papiſts. He alſo attempted to introduce 
Roman Catholics into the Church and into the two 
_ Univerſities. 0 8 | 


- 


— m ans 6 Rs 


Dietermined 


The teſt and corporation acts, which are ſtill in full force, 
received the ſanction of the Legiſlature in the reign of Charles 

II. By theſe acts, all perſons are incapacitated from bearing 

any office in a corporation, or under the government, who have 

not previouſly qualified themſelves by receiving the Sacrament 

of the Lord's Supper according to the uſage of the church of 

England. Theſe acts were made on purpoſe to exclude Roman 
Catholics from any offices of truſt and importance. I he Pro- 

_ teſtant Diſſenters, with a magnanimity of mind, promoted 

1 them, though they knew that they would equally exclude them 
from ſuch. offices. But they generouſly ſacrificed their own 
rights to preſerve their country from Popery; and confided in 

the generoſity of parliament to paſs ſome future bill in their 
favour, No ſuch bill has yet paſſed: and no ſufficient reaſon 
can be given why they, who are ſecond to none for their good 
order and loyalty, ſhould not be intitled to all the privileges 

and emoluments of government, equally with any other of 
their fellow-citizens. | | | | 
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_- Determined upon riſquing every, thing for the 
fake of the great object of his heart, the introduc- 
tion of Popery, he publiſhed his declaration of in-- 
dulgence to his ſubjects of all religions, by which 
his only intention was to favour the Roman Catho- 
lics. This declaration he ordered to be read in the 
pulpit by all the eſtabliſhed clergy. And, when the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury and fix other Biſhops pe- 
titioned againſt it, as contrary to an expreſs. act of 
parliament, they were for this committed to the 
Tower. 3 : ER Lg, 
As theſe venerable men were carried, by water, 
to their priſon, immenſe crouds of people lined the 
banks of the Thames. And when they beheld theſe 


_ fathers of the church brought from court under the 


_ cuſtody of a guard, when they ſaw them embarked 


in veſſels on the river, and conveyed towards the 


Tower, all their affection for liberty, all their zeal 


for religion, blazed up at once, and, with uncom- 
mon agitation, they beheld this affecting and ani- 
mating ſpectacle. The whole ſhore was covered 
with crouds of proſtrate ſpectators, who at once im- 
plored the bleſſing of thoſe holy paſtors, and addreſ- 


ſed their petitions. towards heaven for protection, 
during the extreme danger to which their country 
and their religion ſtood expoſed. Even the ſoldiers, 


| ſeized with the contagion of the ſame ſpirit, flung 
/themſelves on their knees, and craved the benedic- 
tion of the holy priſoners whom they were appointed 


Wt guard. The Biſhops themſclves, during this tri- 


umphant ſuffering, augmented the general fervor, 
by the moſt lowly ſubmiſſive deportment ; and they 
ſtill exhorted the people to fear God, honor the 
ä Te ati ce en, King, 


. 


King, and maintain their loyalty; expreſſions more 


animating than the moſt inflammatory ſpeeches.“ “ 


When they were brought to their trial, in Weſt= 
minſter-hall, two of the Judges, though they only 
held their places during pleaſure, had the courage 
to declare againſt a diſpenſing power in the crown, 
as inconſiſtent with all law; and, if the diſpenſing 
power was not legal, it followed, of courſe, that the 


iſhops could not be criminal in refuſing obedience 


to an illegal command. Never was there any cauſe 
managed with more ability by the counſel on both 


ſides, or liſtened to with more eager attention. The 
jury at length withdrew; and, when they brought in 
their verdict, Not Guilty ! the populace, who filled 
Weſtminſter-hall and all Palace-yard, ſhouted thrice. 


with ſuch vehemence that the ſound reached the city. 


The loudeſt acclamations were immediately echoed - 
from ſtreet to ſtreet, bonfires were lighted, and e- 


very other demonſtration given of public joy. Nor 


were the rejoicings, on account of this legal victory, 


confined to the capital: they rapidly ſpread over the 


whole kingdom, and found their way even into the 


camp: for, James, in order to over-awe the people, 


had formed a camp of fifteen thouſand men on 


Hounſlow-heath. The King, having reviewed his 


army on the ſame morning that the jury gave in 


their verdict in favour of the Biſhops, and ha- 
ving afterward retired into the tent of Lard Fe- 
verſham, the. general, was ſuddenly alarmed with 
a great uproar in the camp, attended with the moſt 
extravagant expreſſions of tumultuous joy. He 
anxiouſly enquired the cauſe, and was told, by Fe- 
veriham, © It was nothing but the rejoicing of the 
EM. | | = _ ſoldiers 
* Hume's Hiſtory. T | 
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Gidiers for the acquittal of the 8 — * at 
do 'you call that nothing?“ exclaimed James, rea- 
4 os to burſt with rage and indignation.“ 

I heſe were ſome of the wrongs. and grievances 
vader which the nation groaned at the time we are 
now ſpraking of. And ſuch violent and repeated 
infringements of the Conftitution could not fail to 
alarm the whole nation. Grievances, like thele, 
will, I preſume, in your eſtimation, fully vindicate 
the condutt of your anceſtors in the meaſures which 
they took to redreſs them, and to accompliſh that 
glorious Revolution which we commemorate this 
day. And I truſt there is not a perſon here preſent, 
but, had he lived in thoſe: days, would have taken 
G active * in that great concern. 


15 now proceed to give you, 


. An account of the methods by ah. under 
divine Providence, the een was brought a- 
boat | 
Mary, the eldeſt daughter of Jarnes IT. married 
William, Prince of Orange, in 1677. He had been 
elected to the office of Stadtholder over the United 
\ Provinces in 1672. This Prince, being a firm Pro- 
teſtant and a ſteady friend to the civil and religious 
liberties of men, naturally excited the attention of 
the Engliſh to him, as the moſt likely perſon, in 
their preſent diſtreſs, to help them. And Mary, his 
wife, being the next heir to the crown, it was thought 
maoſt eligible to invite him over to protect them in 
the enjoyment 1 their liberties and religion. | 
Not 
oO Hume, Modern n Europe &c. >. 


Le 


— 


; | ( 19 ) | | / 
Not ſatisfied with a formal invitation, ſeveral 
Engliſh noblemen and gentlemen went over to Hol- 
land, and in perſon encouraged the Prince of Orange 
to attempt their deliverance from Popery and arbi- 
trary power. This requeſt was too flattering to be 


ſighted, and as Es. the Prince made prepara+ 


tions for this important expedition. He ſet ſail from 


_ Helvoet-Sluys with a fleet of near five hundred veſ- 


ſets, and an army of above fourteen thouſand men; 
with which he advanced with a fair wind towards 


the Weſt of England. In.his own thip the Prince 
Had a flag with Engliſh colours, and his own arms 


ſurrounded with theſe popular words ; — THE 


PROTESTANT RELIGION, and the LIBER. 
IIEs of ENGLAND. . 


The fame wind, which favoured the Prince, de- 
tained the King's fleet in the river, and enabled the 
Dutch to. paſs the ſtraits of Dover without moleſta- 


tion; ſo that the ſucceſs of the glorious Revolution 


may be ſaid to have depended upon the winds! The 


ſhores of France and England were covered with 


multitudes of people, who, beſides admiring the 
grandeur of the ſpectacle, were held in anxious ſuſ- 
pence by the proſpect of an enterpriſe the moſt im- 


portant, which, during ſome ages, had been under- 
taken in Europe. 92 


The Prince had a proſperous voyage, and 1 


his army at Torbay on the 5th of November, 1688; 
on the very day when the nation were all engaged 
in one general joy on account of their. deliverance 
from the Powder-plot about fourſcore years before. 


This circumſtance William could not help conſt- 


dering as a happy prefage of the ſucceſs of his ex- 


pedition, 
TiC. „ oy gs ; 


f 4 


. 1 
The nation at large ſoon declared in favor of 
William, and the poor, abject, puſillanimous, 
James, finding his army deſerting from him every 


day, atTaft made his efcape to St. Germains in 


France, whither the Queen and the Prince of Wales 


bad arrived the day before.“ The throne thus be- 5 


ing vacant, a convention of the members of the 
three laſt parliaments invited William and Mary to 
fill it. Having accepted this invitation, they were 
proclaimed King and Queen of Great Britain on the 
15th of February, 1683. | 
Had we been actors upon the ſtage of life in thoſe 
days, had we felt the hardſhips under which our 
brave anceſtors ſuffered, and had we ſeen this ſafe, 
this bloodleſs, this complete, deliverance of the Re- 
volution, we ſhould think that enough could never 
be ſaid on fo intereſting a ſubject, e. 


III. The next thing for our conſideration was the 
advantages our forefathers derived from it, and 
which we, at this day, enjoy. | | 

1. The Revolution places us under the protection 
of the laws. DS . 

How infinitely better is this, to be under the pro- 
tection of the laws, made by the three eſtates of the 
Legiſlature, than to be under the protection of the 
beſt King in the world! Kings are changeable, and 

| | | 1 5 may 


* 


* Lewis XIV. who was an accompliſhed gentleman ae well 


_ as a magnificent king, treated the dethroned monarch, on e- 


very occaſion, with much tenderneſs and reſpect: but ſome of 
the French courtiers were leſs polite than their Sovereign: 
„There,“ ſays one of them in the hearing of James, ** 18 A 
fimpleton, who has loſt three kingdoms for a maſs !” 


K — 
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may be arbitrary ; but it is not in the power of the 
King of England, however arbitrary his principles, 
to act contrary to the laws. The. Revolution,” by 
pronouncing the diſpenſing power illegal, has now 
proved that the Kinęꝑ is as much bound to obey the 
laws as any of his ſubjects are. A King of Eng- 


land (to uſe the words of Lord Bolingbroke) is now, 


ſtrictly and properly, what a King ought to be; a 
member, but the ſupreme member or head, of the 
body politic, diſtinct fiom it, or independent of it, 
in nothing. He gan no longer move in a dit- 
ferent order from his people; and, like ſome ſupe- 


rior planet, attract, repel, and direct, their mo- 
tions by his own. He and they are parts of the 


ſame ſyſtem, intimately joined and co-operating to- 
gether; acting and acted upon, limiting and limit- 
ed, controuling and controuled, by. one another; 
and, when he ceaſes to ſtand in this relation to 
them, he ceaſes to ſtand in any. The ſettlements, 
by virtue of which he governs, are plainly original 
contrafs ; his inſtitution is plainly conditional; and 
he may forfeit his right to allegiance, as undeniably 
and effectually as the ſubject his right to protec- 
e 55 | 
22. The Revolution proves to us that the ſubject 
has a right to 7%, if ever the firſt magiſtrate ſhould 
act contrary to the laws and endeavor to deſtioy the 
Conſtitution. It is only upon this principle the 
Revolution can be vindicated ; for, if the ſubject, 


in the circumſtances already deſcribed, has no right 


of reſiſtance, it then follows that the promoters of 
the Revolution were rebels, and William, and all 
his ſucceſſors, uſurpers. One of the firſt law-au- 


* Difſertation on Parties, let. ix. 
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thorities in this kingdom obſerves, & That the Re- 


volution has confirmed and exemplified the doctrine 
of reſiſtance, when the executive magiſtrate endea- 


vors to ſubvert the Conſtitution.” F 


Yet it ought to be well obſerved, that it is not 
every raſh impetuous ſpirit that has the right to re- 
ſiſt whenever he may fancy the Conſtitution in dan- 


ger. The cool, diſpaſſionate, and ſober, part of the 


people at large are to determine, whether their grie- 
vances are of ſo enormous a nature as to require re- 


dreſs, and whether there be a probability of ſucceſs 


with little or no miſchief; for, it ſhould ſeem that 
it is more eligible to bear with ſome little inconve- 
niences than to plunge the nation into all the hor- 
rors of acivil war and the anarchy conſequent upon 


ſuch an gent. They, who concerted the Re- 
volution, (ſays Mr, Paley,) were juſtifiable in their 


counſels; becauſe, from the apparent diſpoſition of 
the nation, and the ſtrength. and character of the 


| arge engaged, the meaſure was likely to be 


rought about with little miſchief or bloodſhed.. 
3. The obtaining of the bill of rights was the 
happy effect of the Revolutian. „ 
The declaration of rights was drawn up by the 
Lords and Commons; and, before they would of- 
fer the Crown to William and Mary, they ordered 
the Clerk of the Crown to read this declaration be- 


fore them. In this bill, after enumerating many of 


their 


The principles of nature and common: ſenſe do fully au- a 
thoriſe reſiſtance to the magiſtrate in extreme caſes; and, of 


courſe, juſtify the Revolution to every candid diſpaſſionate 


man.” Biſhop Hurd's Dialogues, vol. ii. p. 85. 
* Paley's moral and political Philoſophy, 4to. Pp. 425 


| „ 
their rights and privileges, they, in a very manly 
ſtyle, claim, demand, and inſill upon, them as their 
undoubted right. To which, a. they had aſſent- 
ed, the Marquis of Halifax, Speaker of the Houſe 
of Lords, made a ſolemn tender of the Crown to 
their Highneſſes in the name of both Houſes, where- 
upon they were proclaimed King and Queen of 
England, &c. on the fame day, February 13, 
168;. | 
355 And, in the Bill of Rights, which paſſed about a 
twelvemonth after, all theſe privileges were . 
ed and enlarged by parliament. 
4. The ſupport of the Proteſtant religion was a- 
nother conſequence of the Revolution. 
This was the direct and immediate effect of it; 
for, William himſelf being ſtrongly attached to the 
Proteſtant religion, he defended it to the utmoſt, 
and eſtabliſhed it, as the religion of the kingdom, 
more firmly than it had ever been before; a bleſſing 
which we enjoy at this very day. 
Another very important circumſtance, conſequent 
upon the Revolution, for the ſupport of Proteſtant- 
iſm, was the act of ſettlement which paſſed in the 
firſt year of the reign of William and Mary; by 
which it was provided, that, after the death of Wil- 
liam and Mary, the crown ſhould deſcend to Anne, 
: Princeſs of Denmark, the ſecond daughter of James 
II. and the heirs of her body, being Proteſtants ; 
and great care was taken to ſecure, from'the en- 
croachments of the Sovereign, the moſt eſſential 
| rg and privileges of the ſubject. | 
It is alſo worthy of your attention to obſerve, that, 
in the laſt year of the reign of William, the Duke 
| of Gloceſter, who was the only ſurviving child of 


Anne, 


5 „„ | 
Ahne, Princeſs of Denmark, and who was the laſt 
male heir of the Proteſtant line, died. Catholics 
were excluded from ſucceeding to the Engliſh crown 

by the former act of ſettlement; and, the male line of 
the Proteſtants being extin&, it now. became neceſ. 
ſary to proceed to Proteſtant females; and, by act 
of parliament, the crown was ſettled on the Prin- 
ceſs Sophia of Hanover, grand daughter of James 1. 
and the heirs general of her body, being Proteſ- 
tants. By this act of ſettlement it is that our preſent 
moſt gracious Monarch fits upon the throne of theſe 
kingdoms. He is indebted for this "dignity to the 
glorious Revolution; and the names of William III. 
and George III. ought to be ever dear to all true 
lovers of their country. VVA 
g. The increaſe of public credit, to a degree be- 
fore unheard of, was another of the happy effects of 
this great event. „ | 75 
It has always been obſerved, that, in proportion 
to the freedom which: a nation enjoys, in the ſamè 
proportion the arts, agriculture, manufactures, com- 
merce, public credit, and the power and dignity of 
a kingdom, prevail. And, in all theſe reſpects, there 
is not a nation upon earth can vie with us. 8 
The Company of the Bank of England, which is | 
an honor to the kingdom, and the aſtoniſhment of 
all Europe, was incorporated by parliament, in the 
fifth and fixth years of the reign of King William, 
by the name of © The Governor and Company of 
the Bank of England.” This was the greateſt and 
boldeft operation. in finance that had ever taken' 
place. This enabled William to borrow money 
upon thoſe parliamentary ſecurities which are now 
called the public funds. How well this ſcheme has 
> | = anſwered 
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bd is known in the prefent day much better 
chan could have been at that time. 
6. The AB of Toleration reflects peceſtine luſtre on 


f ; the reign of William, and is another of the impor- 


rant advantages we derive from the Revolation. 


This act, which paſſed in the firſt year of William 


and Mary, places Proteſtant Diffenters (upon com- 
Plying with the conditions of it) under the protec- 
tion of the laws, in the exercife of their religion, as 
much as any member of the Church of England can 
poſſibly be: and there certainly were much wiftom 
and ſound policy in this act. Are there any better 
or more loyal ſubjects in the kingdom than the Pro- 


teſtant Diſſenters? Do they not contribute their 
1 ſhare and proportion to ſupport the expences of go- 


vernment with as much chearfulneſs as any of their 
fellow citizens? Are they not as rational, as man- 
ly, as public-fpirited, and as uſeful, as any de ſerip- 


tion of men whatever? And do they not profeſs the 
very ſame religion of Chriſt as their brethren of the 


Church of England? Therefore it is nothing but 
bare juſtice that they ſhould receive the fulleſt pro- 
tection of the laws. William ſaw the equity of this 
reaſoning ; the Parliament were fully convinced of 


it; on account of which the act of toleration was 


paſſed. 


F "This | 


* Phe —_—_ ſtatutes againſt che Diſſenters, previous to the 
Revolution, were extremely ſevere, ſubje&ivg them, for their 
| non- conformity, to the hardeſt ſufferings, heavy penalties, 
eonfifcation/of goods, and impriſonments, of which any per- 
fon may inform himſelf by reading Neal's Hiſtory of the Pu- 
ritans as to their Sufferings, or by conſulting” Burn's Juftice, 
(under the article Di/enters,) as to the Tut they were 

_ expoſed to. = 
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This act has been continued ever fince ; and nor 
only ſo, but the wiſdom and juſtice of the preſent 
government have even extended and enlarged the 
privileges before granted. Proteſtant Diſſenters, 


complying with the terms of the act, are ſo much 


under the protect ion of the magiſtrate, that, © ſhould 
any perfon, wilfully, maliciouſly, or contemptu- 


- ouſly, diſturb any Congregation aſſembled for divine 


worſhip in any meeting-houſe, or miſuſe any prea- 
cher or teacher there, he ſhall be bound over to the 
ſeſſions of the peace, and forfeit twenty pounds.“ 
So that we have the ſtrongeſt reaſon to commemo- 
rate this great event, the Revolution, with peculiar 

oy. [oo N FE mes e SET 
5 We are now to reflect upon thoſe uſeful leſſons 
which we may learn from this event. 24 WA 


It appears extremely obvious, from the preceding 


 faQts, that there is a God who judgeth in the earth; 


according to the words of our text, God is the judge, 
he putteth down one and fetteth up another. Theſe 
words were true as to God's rejection of the houſe of 
8 | N Saul, 


The ſpirit of moderation, good ſenſe, and Chriſtian chari- 
Yo which prevailed at the time of the Revolution, produced 
the toleration- act. That ſpirit of moderation and Chriſtian _ 
charity has, fince that period, diffuſed itſelf ſtill more exten- 


_ ſively ; and the time is now GRO, when Churchmen and Diſ- 


ſenters agree to lay aſide tKeir matual bigotry, to drop their 
old prejudices, and to love as brethren, We fee now that uni- 
formity of opinion is not neceſſary any more than uniformity 
of face and ſtature ; and we are now convinced that there is no 
more need that men's underſlandings ſhould be all of a fize 


RJ than there is that they ſhould be all of the ſame height, by in- 


troducing the bed of Procruſtes, by lopping the tall, and 


| firetching the ſhort. 


* Blackſtone's Commentaries, vol. iv. p. 54. 
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Saul, and chooſing David to fit upon his throne. 


They are equally. verified in the dethronement of 
James and the exaltation of William. When we 
ſo clearly ſee the traces of divine Providence in di- 
recting and influencing the concerns of this lower 
world, it ſhould afford us the ſtrongeſt conſolation, 
that, ſince a Being of infinite wiſdom and boundleſs 
goodneſs preſides over human affairs, all will be or- 
dered to promote the trueſt happineſs of thoſe who 
put their truſt in him. You ſee, hence, the reaſon 


there is for obſerving this day with peculiar grati- 


tude. If a Jubilee“ was held to celebrate the cha- 
racter of a Shakeſpeare ; if a Commemoration} was 
obſerved in honor of Handel: great as theſe names 
are, eſpecially the firſt, whoſe immortal genius has 
not only ſhed a luſtre upon this iſland, but has re- 
flected a dignity upon human nature ; yet {till the 
Era of the Revolution ought. to be celebrated by us 
with much greater joy; becauſe all that we hold 
dear, as Men, as Britons, and as Chriſtians, is 1nſe- 
perably connected with it. 

It is a truth equally evident that we ought to 
do all in our power to preſerve theſe glorious liber- 
ties. It is a duty which we owe to ourſelves who 
enjoy them, to our anceſtors who tranſmitted them 
down, and to our poſterity who will claim at our 
hands this, the beſt birth-right, and nobleſt inheri- 
tance of mankind, Let us infpire this ſpirit, and 
theſe principles, into the minds of our children. — 
We are told, in ancient ſtory, that Hamilcar, the 
old Carthaginian general, as his ſon Hannibal, 
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LL „„ 
when a boy of only nine years of age, ſwear, upon 
the altars, eternal enmity to the Romans. Let us, in 
imitation of this brave old Carthaginian, make 


it our ſtudy to impreſs the minds of our children, 


in their tender age, with the knowledge and love of 

the natural rights and liberties of mankind, which theß 
have a right to claim and demand: but, inſtead of 
following Hamilcar in infuſing into their breaſts en- 
mity to any one, let us inſpire them with the ſenti- 
ments of univerſal benevolence to all mankind; that 
they may look upon all men as their brethren, in 


whatever climate they were born, or whatever reli - 


gion they profeſs. 


It is this generous ſpirit, and this love of liberty, 
which has raiſed England to that height of glory 


which it poſſeſſes throughout the world. We ſhall 
therefore render the moſt eſſential ſervices to our 


country, whilſt we bring up our children in the 
knowledge and love of the principles of the Revo- 
lution: N \ : | 8 
Our lips ſhall tell-them to our ſons, 
And they again to theirs, 
That generations yet unborn 
M ay teach them to their heirs. | 


WATTS. 


Whilſt we are filled with joy for the temporal de- 


liverances which we have received from God, let us 


take care that we are not inſenſible of the much 
greater deliverances we enjoy through the goſpel of 
his Son. What is the deliverance of a kingdom in 

1 compariſon 


„ 
compariſon with the ranſom of a world ! What ars 
the tranſitory bleſſings of time in compariſon with 

| thoſe ſubſtantial and eternal felicities, which Gd 


hath promiſed to them that love him 
THE END. 
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